Joseph Smith, MORMONISM, and FREEMASONRY
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Joseph Smith - founder of Mormonism (LDS) – Freemason
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Joseph Smith

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Smith
[ excerpts, emphasis added, footnote citations removed for readability ] 

Joseph Smith, Jr. (December 23, 1805 – June 27, 1844) was an American religious leader and the founder of 

the Latter Day Saint movement.  Regarded as a prophet by his followers, Smith was also a theocrat, city planner, 

military leader, political theorist, and polygamist.

Life in Nauvoo, Illinois (1839–44)

The early Nauvoo years were a period of doctrinal innovation. Smith introduced baptism for the dead in 1840, 

and in 1841, construction began on the Nauvoo Temple as a place for recovering lost ancient knowledge. An 1841 revelation [ sic ] promised the restoration of the "fulness of the priesthood," and in May 1842, Smith inaugurated 

a revised endowment or "first anointing."  The endowment resembled rites of freemasonry that Smith had observed two months earlier when he had been initiated into the Nauvoo Masonic lodge.

Religious authority and ritual

See also: Priesthood (Latter Day Saints) and Freemasonry and the Latter Day Saint movement 

By the mid-1830s, Smith began teaching a hierarchy of three priesthoods (Melchizedek, Aaronic, and Patriarchal), 

each of them a continuation of biblical priesthoods through patrilineal succession or ordination by biblical figures appearing in visions. Upon introducing the Melchizedek or "High" Priesthood in 1831, Smith taught that its recipients would be "endowed with power from on high," thus fulfilling a need for a greater holiness and an authority commensurate with the New Testament apostles. This doctrine of endowment evolved through the 1830s, until in 1842, the Nauvoo endowment included an elaborate ceremony containing symbolism similar to that of Freemasonry.  The endowment was extended to women in 1843, though Smith never clarified whether women could be ordained to priesthood offices.

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mormonism and Freemasonry

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freemasonry_and_the_Latter_Day_Saint_movement
[ excerpts, emphasis added ] 

The relationship between Mormonism and Freemasonry began early in the life of Mormon founder Joseph Smith, Jr., 

as his older brother and possibly his father were Freemasons while the family lived near Palmyra, New York. 

By the 1840s, however, Smith and several of the most prominent Mormons had become Freemasons, and founded 

a lodge in Nauvoo, Illinois in March 1842. Soon after joining Freemasonry, Smith introduced a new temple "Endowment" ceremony including a number of symbolic elements that were essentially identical with their analogues within Freemasonry. 

Historical connections

A significant numbers of leaders in the early Latter Day Saint movement were Masons prior to their involvement in 

the movement.  Notable examples include Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, John C. Bennett, Hyrum Smith and Joseph Smith, Sr.

In the early 1840s a Masonic Lodge was formed by LDS Church members who were Freemasons. Joseph Smith, Jr. and his brother Hyrum became members of the newly formed Nauvoo lodge. It appears that John C. Bennett had 

a particularly strong influence in the spread of Freemasonry, and soon over 1,500 Mormon men in the city of Nauvoo were practicing Masons. 

LDS historian Reed Durham writes:

"By 1840, John Cook Bennett, a former active leader in Masonry had arrived in Commerce and rapidly exerted 

his persuasive leadership in all facets of the Church, including Mormon Masonry. ... Joseph and Sidney [Rigdon] 

were inducted into formal Masonry ... on the same day..." being made "Masons on Sight" by the Illinois Grandmaster. ("Is There No Help for the Widow's Son?" by Dr. Reed C. Durham, Jr., as printed in "Joseph Smith and Masonry: 

No Help for the Widow's Son", Martin Pub. Co., Nauvoo, Ill., 1980, p. 17.) (This freed Joseph from having to complete 

the ritual and memorization necessary to work one's way through the first three degrees.) Making one "A Mason on Sight" is generally reserved as an honor and is a rarity in occurrence.
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Mormonism, Freemasonry, and the Occult:  Mormonism and Freemasonry are both Anti-Christ

Occultic and Masonic Influence in Early Mormonism

http://www.irr.org/mit/masonry.html
By Joel B. Groat

"There is absolutely no question in my mind that the Mormon ceremony which came to be known as the Endowment, 

introduced by Joseph Smith to Mormon Masons, had an immediate inspiration from Masonry."

­ Dr. Reed Durham, LDS Historian 

Copyright © 1996 Institute For Religious Research. All rights reserved.
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Masonic Symbols and the LDS Temple 

By Sandra Tanner 

http://www.utlm.org/onlineresources/masonicsymbolsandtheldstemple.htm
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Source: "... an endowed Latter-day Saint"

MORMONS AND MASONRY 

http://www.ldsendowment.org/masonry.html
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Captain Morgan and the

Masonic Influence in Mormonism

Chapter 13 (pages 151-169) from: The Mormon Kingdom Vol. 1
http://www.utlm.org/onlineresources/mormonkingdomvol1ch13masonicinfluence.htm
"In The Case Against Mormonism, Vol. 2, we show that the papyri have nothing to do with Abraham or his religion. 

Now that it is plain that these papyri are pagan documents, Mormons must look elsewhere for the origin of the temple ceremony.  We feel that at least part of the temple ceremony came from Freemasonry. In fact, the similarities between the temple ceremony and the ritual of the Masons are rather startling. Before we discuss these, however. we are going to discuss the controversy regarding Masonry which took place in Joseph Smith's time."

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Freemasonry is ecumenical; Christianity is incompatible with Freemasonry.

Freemasonry is ecumenical in practice, (falsely) asserting that there are many ways, through many religions, to have relationship with the Creator, and to attain heaven. This is in direct conflict with the clear teaching of the Bible, and the authoritative words of the Saviour Himself, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me." John 14:6

The ecumenical teaching of Freemasonry is therefore unbiblical.  Christianity is incompatible with Freemasonry.

Masonry

www.withoneaccord.org/Masonry_c_5.html
[image: image1.png]



Masonry: Beyond the Light

Bill Schnoebelen, a former 32nd degree Mason, Rosicrucian and Knight Templar, 

establishes the historical occult roots of Masonry in fertility cults and Illuminism. 

www.withoneaccord.org/Masonry_c_5-2-0.html
[ Also available at: www.chick.com/catalog/masonry.asp ] 

A man cannot serve both the false god(s) of Freemasonry and the God of the Bible.

"No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, 

and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon."   Matthew 6:24, KJB

Isaiah 3:12, Isaiah 9:16 - the curse and danger of false leadership.

The truth will set us free !

Can a Christian be a Freemason? [ NO ! ]

http://excatholicsforchrist.com/articles.php?PageURL=christianfreemason.htm
Letters on Freemasonry

by John Quincy Adams

first published in 1833

book available at http://www.texemarrs.com/, or call toll free 1-800-234-9673

"Masonry ought forever to be abolished. It is wrong - essentially wrong - a seed of evil,  which can never  

  produce any good."

­ John Quincy Adams

John Quincy Adams, sixth President of the United States, was a determined opponent of the secret society and fraternity of Freemasonry, the Masonic Lodge.  The question of Freemasonry and the controversy over its character has long been debated. But for John Quincy Adams, writer, poet, faithful husband, patriot, former Ambassador and Secretary of State, and President, there was no question. The teachings and practices of the Lodge, Adams asserted, are detrimental, noxious, and unfortunate. John Quincy Adams was persuaded that the Masonic Lodges were a bane to society, evil, and Luciferian.

Letters on Freemasonry

by John Quincy Adams
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http://www.texemarrs.com/Merchant2/merchant.mvc?Screen=PROD&Store_Code=catalog&Product_Code=bboa_letters_on_freemasonry
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No King but King Jesus!  (Yeshua Messiah)

Declarations and Evidences of Christian Faith in America’s Colonial Charters, State Constitutions, 

and other Historical Documents during over 375 Years of American History: 1606 to 1982

www.christianlifeandliberty.net/NoKingbutKingJesus.doc
Christ is Ruler of the Nations ! 

Psalm 2;  Psalm 24:1;  Psalm 47:7,8;  Psalm 50:12; 1 Timothy 6:15, KJV        

"For the kingdom is the LORD's:  and he is the governor among the nations."  

Psalm 22:28, KJV  

"... I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."  Matthew 16:18

     Jesus Christ (Yeshua Messiah)

Hallelu-Yah !
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