
TensiongrowsbetweenCalif.Muslims,FBIafterinformantinfiltratesmosqueByJerryMarkonWashingtonPostStaffWriterSunday,December5,2010;12:47AMIRVINE,CALIF.FBeforethesunrose,theinformantdonnedawhiteIslamicrobe.Atinycamerawassewnintoabutton,andamicrophonewasburiedinadeviceattachedtohiskeys."ThisisFaroukalFAziz,codenameOracle,"hesaidintothekeysashesatinhisparkedcarinthisquietcommunitysouthofLosAngeles."It'sNovember13th,4:30a.m.Andwe'rehot."TheundercoverFBIinformantFaconvictedforgernamedCraigMonteilhFthendroveofffor5a.m.prayersattheIslamicCenterofIrvine,wherehesayshespiedondozensofworshipersinaquestforpotentialterrorists.Sincethe2001terroristattacks,theFBIhasusedinformantssuccessfullyasoneofmanytacticstopreventanotherstrikeintheUnitedStates.AgencyofficialssaytheyarecarefulnottoviolatecivillibertiesanddonottargetMuslims.ButtheFBI'sapproachhascomeunderfirefromsomeMuslims,criticismthatsurfacedagainlatelastmonthafteragentsarrestedanOregonmantheysaidtriedtodetonateabombataChristmastreeFlightingceremony.FBItechnicianshadsuppliedthedevice.IntheIrvinecase,Monteilh'smissionasaninformantbackfired.Muslimsweresoalarmedbyhistalkofviolentjihadthattheyobtainedarestrainingorderagainsthim.HehadhelpedbuildaterrorismFrelatedcaseagainstamosquemember,butthatalsocollapsed.TheJusticeDepartmentrecentlytooktheextraordinarystepofdroppingchargesagainsttheworshiper,whoMonteilhhadcaughtontapeagreeingtoblowupbuildings,lawenforcementofficialssaid.Prosecutorshadportrayedthemanasadirethreat.Compoundingthedamage,Monteilhhasgonepublic,revealingsecretFBImethodsandchargingthathis"handlers"trainedhimtoentrapMuslimsasheinfiltratedtheirmosques,homesandbusinesses.HeisnowsuingtheFBI.OfficialsdeclinedtocommentonspecificdetailsofMonteilh'stalebutconfirmthathewasapaidFBIinformant.CourtrecordsandinterviewscorroboratenotonlythatMonteilhworkedfortheFBIFhesayshemade$177,000,taxFfree,in15monthsFbutthatheprovidedvitalinformationonanumberofcases.SomeMuslimsinSouthernCaliforniaandnationallysaythecascadingrevelationshaveseriouslydamagedtheirrelationshipwiththeFBI,apartnershipthatbothsidesagreeiscriticaltopreventingattacksandhomegrownterrorism.



CitingMonteilh'sactionsandwhattheycallapatternofFBIsurveillance,manyleadingnationalMuslimorganizationshavevirtuallysuspendedcontactwiththebureau."Thecommunityfeelsbetrayed,"saidShakeelSyed,executivedirectoroftheIslamicShuraCouncilofSouthernCalifornia,anumbrellagroupofmorethan75mosques."Theygotaguy,abonafidecriminal,andobviouslytrainedhimandsenthimtoinfiltratemosques,"Syedsaid."Andwhenthingswentsour,theyditchedhimandhegotmad.It'slikeasoapopera,forGod'ssake."FBIandJusticeDepartmentofficialssaythattheMonteilhcaseisnotrepresentativeoftheirrelationswiththeMuslimcommunityandthattheycontinuetoworkcloselywithMuslimsininvestigatingviolenceandotherhatecrimesagainstthem.OfficialsalsocreditU.S.Muslimswithreportingcriticalinformationinavarietyofcounterterrorismcases.Thebureau"reliesonthesupport,cooperationandtrustofthecommunitiesitservesandprotects,"FBIspokesmanMichaelKortansaid,addingthatagentsconductinvestigations"underwellFdefinedinvestigativeguidelinesandthelaw,andinclosecoordinationwiththeDepartmentofJustice."OfficialssaidtheyhavegonetogreatlengthstomaintaingoodrelationshipswithMuslims,includingmeetingshostedbyAttorneyGeneralEricH.HolderJr.Lastweek,FBIofficialsmettodiscusslawenforcementandotherissueswithpredominantlyMuslimSomalicommunitymembersinSanDiegoandMinneapolis.StevenMartinez,assistantdirectorinchargeoftheFBI'sLosAngelesfieldoffice,declinedtocommentonMonteilh,citingMonteilh'slawsuit.Hesaidthatincertaincircumstances,ifthereisevidenceofacrime,FBIagentsmay"conductanactivitythatmightsomehowinvolvesurveillanceinandaboutamosque."Buthesaidtheagencydoesnottargetpeoplebasedonreligionorethnicity."Iknowthere'salotofsuspicionthatthat'sthefocus,thatwe'relookingatthemosques,monitoringwhoiscomingandgoing.That'sjustnotthecase,"hesaid.The'chameleon'Monteilh'scareerasaninformantbeganin2003.Likemanyotherinformants,hewasfamiliarwiththeinsideofaprisoncell.HehadjustfinishedasentenceforforgingbanknoteswhenlocalpoliceofficershemetatagymaskedhimtoinfiltratedruggangsandwhitesupremacistgroupsforafederalFstatetaskforce."Itwasveryexciting,"MonteilhsaidinaninterviewwithTheWashingtonPost."Ihadtheabilitytobeachameleon."Monteilh,whostandsover6feettallandweighs260pounds,hadworkedasaprisonchaplainbeforehewasincarcerated.Marriedwiththreechildren,theLosAngelesnativesaidthatafterhebecameaninformant,anFBIagentonthetaskforcesoughthimout.Lawenforcementsources,whospokeontheconditionofanonymitybecausetheywerenotauthorizedtospeakpubliclyaboutinformants,saidMonteilhwaspromotedfromdrugandbankrobberycasesbecausehisinformationwasreliableandhadledtoconvictions.



Inearly2006,Monteilhsaid,hemetwithhisFBIhandlerataStarbucks."SheaskedifIwantedtoinfiltratemosques,"hesaid.AtafollowFupsessionatadoughnutshop,hesaid,hisnewhandlertoldhimthat"Islamisathreattoournationalsecurity."LawenforcementsourcessaidthattheFBItrainedMonteilhandthatheaidedanexistinginvestigation.Monteilh,however,saidhewasorderedtorandomlysurveilandspyonMuslimstoferretoutpotentialterrorists.Agents,hesaid,providedhiscover:FaroukalFAziz,aFrenchSyrianinsearchofhisIslamicroots.Hiscodenamewas"Oracle."MonteilhsaidhewasinstructedtoinfiltratemosquesthroughoutOrangeandtwoneighboringcountiesinSouthernCalifornia,wheretheMuslimpopulationofnearly500,000isthenation'slargest.HewastoldtotargettheIslamicCenterofIrvine,hesaid,becauseitwasnearhishome.FBItacticswerealreadyasensitiveissueattheIrvinemosque,astucco,twoFstorybuildingthatdrawsasmanyas2,000peopleforFridayprayers.WithtensionsrisingbetweenlawenforcementandMuslimsoverallegationsofFBIsurveillance,J.StephenTidwell,thenheadoftheFBI'sLosAngelesoffice,spokeatthemosqueinJune2006."Ifwe'regoingtomosquestocometoservices,wewilltellyou,"hesaid,accordingtoavideoofhisspeech."...TheFBIwilltellyouwe'recomingfortheveryreasonthatwedon'twantyoutothinkyou'rebeingmonitored.Wewouldcomeonlytolearn."Twomonthslater,inAugust2006,Monteilharrivedatthesamemosque.Hehadcalledearlierandmetwiththeimam.ThatFriday,hetookshahada,theMuslimdeclarationoffaith,beforehundredsofworshipers.WorshiperssaidthatinMonteilh's10monthsatthemosque,hebecamealmostmanicinhisdevotion,attendingprayersfivetimesadayandwaitingintheparkinglotbeforethe5a.m.prayer.MonteilhsaidhewastoldbytheFBItotakenotesonwhoopenedthemosqueeachday.WorshiperssaidhisWesternclothesgavewaytoanIslamicrobe,awhiteskullcapandsandals,anoutfitMonteilhsaidwaschosenbyhishandlers.AshegrewclosertoMuslims,hesaid,theFBItoldhimtodateMuslimwomenifitgainedhimintelligence.WorshipersnoticedthatMonteilhoftenlefthiskeysaroundthemosque,saidHussamAyloush,executivedirectoroftheLosAngeleschapteroftheCouncilonAmericanFIslamicRelations,whospeaksoftenatthemosque."Itseemedstrangetopeople,"Ayloushsaid.InsidethecarremoteonthebundleofkeyswasamicrophonethatrecordedMuslimsatthemosque,intheirhomesandatalocalgym.Monteilh,whotoldpeoplehewasafitnesstrainer,usedthegymtoseekoutMuslimmen."Westartedhearingthathewassayingweirdthings,"saidOmarKurdi,aLoyolaLawSchoolstudentwhoknewMonteilhfromthemosqueandgym."Hewouldwalkuptooneofmyfriendsandsay,'It'sgoodthatyouguysaregettingreadyforthejihad."



WorshiperssaidMonteilhgravitatedtoAhmadullahSaisNiazi,anAfghanFbornArabicFlanguageinstructorwhowasaregularatFridayprayers.InMay2007,MonteilhsaidherecordedaconversationaboutjihadduringacarridewithNiaziandanotherman.MonteilhsaidhesuggestedanoperationtoblowupbuildingsandNiaziagreed.AnFBIagentlatercitedthatandothertapedconversationsbetweenthetwoincourtasevidencethatNiaziwasathreat.Afewdayslater,AyloushgotananguishedphonecallfromNiaziandtheothermaninthecar."TheysaidFaroukhadtoldthemhehadaccesstoweaponsandthattheyshouldblowupamall,''Ayloushrecalled."Theywereconvincedthismanwasaterrorist."AyloushreportedtheFBI'sowninformanttotheFBI.HesaidagentsinterviewedNiazi,whogavethemthesameaccount,buttheagencytooknoactionagainstMonteilh.Still,Monteilh'smissionwascollapsing.MembersofthemosquetolditsleadersthattheywereafraidofMonteilhandthathewas"tryingtoentrapthemintoamission,"accordingtoAsimKhan,theformermosquepresident.ThemosquewenttoOrangeCountySuperiorCourtinJune2007andobtainedarestrainingorderagainstMonteilh,courtrecordsshow.Soonafterward,MonteilhsaidFBIagents"toldmetheywantedtocutmeloose."Afterhevowedtogopublic,hesaid,hemetwiththreeagentsattheAnaheimHilton,whereanFBIsupervisorthreatenedhimwitharrest."Shesaid,'Ifyourevealyourinformantstatustothemedia,itwilldestroytheMuslimcommunity'srelationshipwiththeFBIforever."Monteilhsaid.TheFBIdeclinedtocommentonMonteilh'sallegation.Atasubsequentmeeting,Monteilhsaid,hesignedanonFdisclosureagreementinexchangefor$25,000incash.AnFBIlettertoMonteilh'sattorney,onfileinU.S.DistrictCourtinSantaAna,saysMonteilhsignedthenonFdisclosureagreementinOctober2007.ButMonteilhwasarrestedinDecember2007onagrandFtheftchargeandendedupbackinjailfor16months.InJanuary,hesuedtheFBI,allegingthatthebureauandIrvinepoliceconspiredtohavehimarrested,thenallowedhisinformantstatustobecomeknowninprison,wherehewasstabbed.TheFBIandpolicehavedeniedtheallegations,andthelawsuitwasdismissedonjurisdictionalgrounds.ButthejudgeallowedMonteilhtofileanamendedcomplaint,withsimilarallegations,inSeptember.Thecaseispending.AcaseunravelsInthemeantime,thecaseagainstNiaziunfolded.HewasindictedinFebruary2009byafederalgrandjuryonchargesoflyingabouthistiestoterroristsonimmigrationdocuments.Incourt,prosecutorssaidthatjihadistmaterialswerefoundonNiazi'scomputerandthathehadwiredmoneytoanallegedalFQaedafinancier.ProsecutorssaidheisthebrotherFinFlawof
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OsamabinLaden'ssecuritycoordinator.MuchoftheevidencewasFBItestimonyaboutNiazi'srecordedconversationswithanFBIinformant,whosourcessaywasMonteilh."Frankly,thereisnoamountofbailorequityinahomethatcanprotectthecitizensofthiscommunity"fromNiazi,AssistantU.S.AttorneyDeirdreEliotsaidinarguingforhisdetention.WithindaysofNiazi'sindictment,MonteilhrevealedhisinformantstatusinaseriesofinterviewswithLosAngelesareamedia."IthinktheFBItreatedmewiththeutmosttreachery,"hesaidintheinterviewwithThePost.Insubsequentmonths,MonteilhsoughtoutNiazi'sattorneysandtoldthemhewasorderedtoentraptheirclient.Ayearandahalflater,onSept.30,prosecutorssummarilymovedtodismissthecaseagainstNiazi,andajudgeagreed.TheU.S.attorney'sofficeinLosAngelescitedthelackofanoverseaswitnessand"evidentiaryissues."SourcesfamiliarwiththedecisionsaidMonteilh'sroleFandhispotentialtestimonyforthedefenseFwasalsoafactor.Niazideclinedtocomment.HisattorneyChaseScolnicksaidheis"verypleasedwiththeoutcome.Itisajustresult."Inrecentweeks,Monteilhsaid,hehasbeenapproachingMuslimsatalocalgymandapologizingfor"disrespectingtheircommunityandreligion."Monteilh,whoisnowunemployed,saysheregretshisroleintheNiazicaseandwasgladwhenthechargesweredropped.OnarecentFriday,morethan200mensatonthecarpetforprayersinsidetheIrvinemosque,mostoftheminkhakisorjeans.Duringthesermon,theimamofferedsomeadvice."IfanFBIagentcomesinandsays,'You'reunderarrest,'â??"hetoldthecrowd,theyshouldpraytoAllahFandthencallalawyer.Asworshipersmilledaroundoutside,theysaidtheysupporttheFBI'sroleinfightingterrorismbutfeelbetrayedbytheinfiltrationoftheirsacredplace."TheFBIwantstotreattheMuslimcommunityasapartnerwhileinvestigatingusbehindourbacks,''saidKurdi,theLoyolastudent."Theycan'thaveitbothways."StaffresearcherJulieTatecontributedtothisreport.
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