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Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP)
Definition of an Indian Child Tribal Consultation

Meeting Minutes
November 15, 2023 | 10:00 a.m. to Noon
Hybrid Meeting

Welcome and Introductions
Ross Hunter, DCYF Secretary and Daniseten (Michael) Vendiola, Indian Policy Early Learning (IPEL) Chair,
welcomed tribal delegates, DCYF staff, and partners.

ECEAP Definition of an Indian Child Tribal Consultation
e ECEAP Definition of an Indian Child Consultation Presentation

Discussion e There were no concerns with the proposed definition of an Indian Child
e Verification of Tribal Status: ECEAP & Early ECEAP Applicant
e Tribal Question:
On the verification form where the parent signs, it says if they provide fraudulent information,
they may have to pay back ECEAP funds. How do you determine that?
e DCYF Response:
o Thatis language that lives on current ECEAP application. It is there so that staff can
ensure parents understand the weight of providing accurate information.
o Historically, DCYF has not requested funds back. It is not our practice. If someone
provides false information on their form and it is discovered that they are not eligible,
DCYF would stop providing that service.
=  We work with ECEAP contractors to gather information and work with DCYF
staff on how to support families. If it’s determined that a family does not
qualify then the services will end. If the situation arises part way through the
year, we allow the child to continue services and then stop at the end of the

year.
Next e Please reach out to the DCYF Office of Tribal Relations (dcyf.tribalrelations@dcyf.wa.gov) with
Steps/Follow any follow up questions.
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