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Joe Walker-Cousins
Profile
Arabic-speaking intelligence officer and security consultant with extensive experience of living and working throughout the Middle East and Afghanistan; Post-graduate of the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) with MA in Near and Middle East Studies and BA (Joint Honours) in Arabic and Economics. Lived and studied in Egypt; worked in the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, Gaza, researching, analysing and writing reports on human rights violations in the Occupied Palestinian Territories; served in Iraq with a number of multi-national monitoring and research teams in 2003/4/5/6, providing intimate support to UKSF and combined UK & US Field Exploitation Teams; recently returned from Afghanistan having served as Adjutant of the operationally deployed British Military Intelligence Battalion; pro-active, team playing and capable of establishing very productive rapport with people from different cultures and backgrounds.  

Professional expertise

· Research and analysis specialist; tactical, operational and strategic 

· Operational human resource management and training expertise

· Human rights instruction, foreign liaison and post-conflict resolution 
· Post-graduate Middle East and Islamic specialist 

· Directorial, commercial and project management experience

· Holds current UK developed security clearances (DV)
Education
· MA Near and Middle Eastern Studies: September 2001 – September 2002: School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), London University. The degree included a major course in ‘Social and Political Dimensions of Modern Arabic Literature’ in addition to ‘Central Asian Studies’ and ‘The Origins and Development of Early Islam’. The thesis was titled ‘The Portrayal of Islamism in Modern Arabic Literature’.

· BA Arabic and Economics (2.1): September 1997 – September 2002: School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), London University. Course work for the BA included essays on Development Economics, with special reference to and research into Middle Eastern economies, and Modern Arabic Literature. (Certificate in Arabic; Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University, Egypt)

· A Levels: Apr 1989 – Jul 1997, Stonyhurst College, Lancashire. Economics A, French B and German B. 11 GCSEs inc. Maths A

Recent experience
September 2006 to 04 Jul 2007:  Intelligence Officer/Adjutant (Senior Captain), Afghanistan: served with the British Army and deployed as Adjutant of the operational Force Military Intelligence Battalion in Kabul (HQ ISAF) and Kandahar. Responsibilities included supporting the Commanding Officer with strategic research and analysis management and facilities project-management, liaising with national & NATO/ISAF intelligence organisations including the former ISAF CJ2 (Col Bill Bailey and his staff) and the current UK CJ2 (Col John Kedar), the sole responsibility for the unit’s career and human resource management in order to facilitate effective operational deployment of intelligence resources, significantly contributed to the establishment of a developed analytical facility in Southern Afghanistan; ably pre-empted numerous problems and issues, highlighted them to the chain of command and suggested, then implemented, relevant and timely solutions; employed developed staff and administrative skills in high tempo operational theatre.
February 2005 to May 2006:  Field Security and Liaison Officer, Mosul, Iraq: served in a key multi-national Reconstruction Liaison Team sub-contracted to the US Department of Defence. Responsibilities included liaising with senior local nationals; developing, with an advanced situational awareness, strong and friendly relations in order to place and monitor strategically important civil affairs and reconstruction projects; produced bespoke risk analyses and security surveys of specific infrastructure nodes; briefed and instructed senior US and multi-national forces officers in international humanitarian law, human rights and Islamic and Iraqi culture; obtained timely and relevant appreciations of the swiftly changing and volatile situation on the ground; researched and produced developed tactical and strategic analyses in order to support the country’s security and reconstruction framework; developed the processes for the screening of local national workers in Baghdad and implemented stringent OPSEC procedures at the regional level.

May 2004 to February 2005:  Intelligence Officer Southern Iraq:  served with the multi-national forces in Iraq. Responsibilities included debriefing, developed interviewing, interrogation and investigation, ensuring the application of international humanitarian law in relation to local nationals under the UK’s duty of care; research, analysis, briefing at the strategic level and liaison with the different Iraqi communities; provided British Army team-lead to multi-agency intelligence investigations and field security cases; deployed with ‘the Black Watch’ on Op BRACKEN to support US Forces south of Falluja in al-Anbar Province of Iraq.

February to October 2003:  Arabist/Cultural specialist, Southern Iraq: served in a joint UK-US field liaison team. Responsibilities included improving local knowledge, applying highly developed cultural sensitivity and rapport building skills in order to build very productive relations with a wide variety of Iraqis, both civilian and military. Provided critical language and developed analytical support in a high-pressure environment to UKSF and forward elements of the US Marine Corps’ 15 MEU (Marine Expeditionary Unit).

September 2002 to February 2003:  Intern, Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, Gaza: involved in all aspects of the organization’s work; collecting, collating and producing strategically significant reports on human rights violations in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs), researched and produced report on the use of flechette shells in the Gaza Strip. Other responsibilities involved supporting the Director in reviewing post-program and post funding reports, liaising with field workers on the ground and organizing fact finding missions to the settlements in the Gaza Strip. Attended the RedR NGO Security Management Course held in Jerusalem, November 2002, adopted best-practice security management procedures.

Other experience
January 1998 to date:  Director, Sally Walker Ltd (Language Translation Services): responsible for general financial liaison and management duties with responsibilities for business development, marketing, company-client relations, staffing and employment; including assessment of suitability of potential employees and basic training. Recent marketing projects included planning and conducting a very successful advertising drive in relevant popular press with newly developed marketing materials.

Military Skills
OPMI 3 (Operator Military Intelligence and Security) qualified; JOTAC (High Pass); Field Human Intelligence - Debriefing, TQ and Interrogation qualified; 

Personal
Holds current UK secret clearance (DV); Holds current UK driving licence
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