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CHAPTER 1 
 

INTRODUCTION AND GUIDANCE ON USE 
 
 

101. INTRODUCTION 
 
1. This introduction should be read by the user of AEngrP-2(B) before attempting to send 
messages using the format provided. 
 
2. The purpose of this chapter is to:  
 

 a. Provide background to the development and scope of AEngrP-2(B). 
 
 b. Describe the outline contents of the other chapters. 
 
 c. Provide general instructions on completing message formats. 
 
 d. Draw attention of the users to the requirement for change control procedures. 

 
102. BACKGROUND 
 
1. AEngrP-2(B) is the document produced as a result of NATO Study 2430. The study was 
authorized by MAS Army Board to develop engineer Information Exchange Requirements (IER). 
Once developed the IERs were to be submitted to the Operational Procedures Working Party which 
was coordinating the production of IERs from all functional areas as part of study 2434 for which it 
was responsible. 
 
2. NATO Study 2434 was tasked with producing APP-9 , the Compendium of Allied Land 
Force Messages. These messages were intended for use down to battalion level. AEngrP-2(B) forms 
a part of APP-9. A further remit was to pass harmonized IERs to the Allied Data Systems 
Interoperability Agency (ADSIA). ADSIA’s task was to convert IERs into a format which could be 
incorporated into future automated information systems throughout NATO static and field HQs. 
 
103. MESSAGE LIST SUMMARY  
 
1. A message list summary, including a brief description of the purpose of each message, report 
and return, is included at Annex A. 
 
104. CHAPTER 2 CONTENTS OUTLINE - RESPONSE LIST SUMMARY 
 
1. The response list provides a series of lists which may or may not be referenced in a message. 
These agreed values permit a selection of inputs using  numbers or letters to support the message 
content. These lists are referenced in the message field name (e.g. LIST AB).  
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105. CHAPTER 3 CONTENTS OUTLINE - MESSAGE REPORTS AND RETURNS 
 
1. The messages, reports and returns  in Chapter 3  have been grouped into sections. 
 
 Section 1. Engineer messages below brigade level, within engineer units. 
 Section 2. Engineer messages Brigade/Division/Corps 
 Section 3. Engineer related all-arms messages 

Section 4.  Engineer Messages above Corps level 
 
2. General instructions relating to the usage of these messages, reports and returns are 
contained at the start of each message. 
 
106. CHAPTER 4 CONTENTS OUTLINE - FIELD AND MESSAGE MATRIX 
 
1. Chapter 4 contains the Field and Message Matrix showing the field serial numbers as they 
appear in messages. 
 
107. CHAPTER 5 CONTENTS OUTLINE - DATA FIELD DEFINITIONS 
 
1. Chapter 5 contains a simplified data dictionary. It comprises of a list of all the fields used in 
the messages, reports and returns with a definition of each field and an example showing the 
specification of the permitted input. An explanation of field specifications is included at the start of 
Chapter 5. 
 
108. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. Messages, reports and returns in Chapter 3 have a number of common features. These 
features are explained in the following sub paragraphs to provide the user with a general guide to 
completing the message formats. An example of part of a message is given below: 
 
 
                                  ROUTE RECONNAISSANCE MESSAGES 

 
                                                        E110 

 
 
 
 
 

TITLE A B   SERIAL 
       
Name of Report M M   200/A 
Task Serial Number M M   202/A 
Map Sheet Numbers M* M*   214/A 
No Reconnaissance Before O -   216/A 

  
 

B - ROUTERECCEORD 

message group name message group number 

message short title 

field short name  input requirement (visitation) field serial number 

message type indicator 

A - ROUTERECCEORD 
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a. Message group number/type indicator. The message group number is given to each 
message. The type indicator shows its relevance to that group i.e. Request, Release, Recce 
Order, Recce Report Execution Order. 
 
b. Message Short Title. Within the automated system messages will be recognized by 
Message Short Titles, these are limited to 8 characters in length. 
 
c. Field short name and serial numbers. Each message is made up of a series of fields 
which contain information. Each field has a unique serial number which identifies that 
particular field. Field serial numbers are always composed of 3 numbers and one letter, they 
allow easy field referencing throughout the document. 
 
d. Input visitation. Each field in the messages in Chapter 3 will have a letter alongside it 
indicating the type of input expected. An asterisk may be placed next to this letter. The  input 
types are described here: 
 

(1). M - (Mandatory). A mandatory field is a field which must be completed. If 
there is no information to convey insert a hyphen “-”. 
 
(2). C - (Conditional). A conditional field must be completed if a preceding field 
which triggers the condition has been completed with information. 
  
(3). O-(Optional). An optional field is one which does not have to be completed 
unless there is information to convey. Optional field can be ignored if not required. 
 
(4). * (Repeatable). An asterisk can be associated with an M, C or O to indicate 
that the field may be repeated.  

 
109. MANUAL SYSTEM 
 
1. AEngrP-2(B) has been developed for use in future automatic systems. Any manual system 
would be developed nationally. 
 
110. CHANGE CONTROL  
 
1. Requests for changes, amendments or additions to AEngrP-2(B) are to be passed to national 
delegates. These in turn will be passed to the Custodian for consideration at the next Combat 
Engineer Working Party or the next Engineer Standardization and Doctrine Committee 
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RELATED STANAGs AND OTHER DOCUMENTS 
 
1. PROCEDURES 
 

a. Several engineer procedures have been standardised in STANAGs as listed 
below: 
 

(1) 2017 Orders to the Demolition Guard Commander and Demolition 
Firing Party Commander (Non-Nuclear). 
 
(2) 2036 Land Mine Laying, Marking, Recording and Reporting 
Procedures. 
 
(3) 2123 Obstacle Folder. 
 
(4) ATP-52     Land Force Combat Engineer Doctrine. 
 
(5) 2395 Water Crossing Procedures. 
 
(6) 2889 Marking of Hazardous Areas and Routes Through Them. 
 
(7) 2989 Transfer of Barriers.  
 
 

b. These principles and procedures enable  NATO engineers to carry out their 
role in combined arms operations in a standard way, regardless of the fact that 
different equipment’s are being used.  They also permit the transfer of obstacles in a 
rapidly changing tactical situation.  This is essential in cases where in-place forces are 
augmented by formations from allied nations.  In addition, in the case of a counter-
attack, it enables the engineers supporting the attack to overcome many of the 
obstacles laid by allied engineers speedily and with reduced danger to the combat 
troops they support. 
 
c. Accurate documentation and adherence to the agreed procedures are essential. 
 

2. STANAGs 
 
 a. Other Engineer STANAGs which are significant on the battlefield are: 
 

(1) 2021 Military Computation of Bridge, Ferry, Raft and Vehicle 
Classifications. 
 
(2) 2096 Reporting Engineer Information in the Field. 
(3) 2885 Emergency Supply of Water in War. 
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(4) AAP-19     NATO Combat Engineer Glossary. 
 

b. STANAGs which are not specifically for engineers, but nevertheless are 
relevant to engineer operations are listed below: 

 
(1) 2002 Warning Signs for the Marking of Nuclear, Biological and 
Chemical Contaminations. 
 
(2) 2010 Military Load Classification Markings. 
 
(3) APP-6       Military Symbols for Land-Based Systems. 
 
(4) AMovP-1     Regulations and Procedures for Road Movements and 
Identification of Movement Control and Traffic Control Personnel and 
Agencies. 
 
(5) 2029 Methods of Describing Ground Locations, Areas and 
Boundaries. 
 
(6) 2101 Establishing Liaison. 
 
(7) 2136 Minimum Standards of Water Potability during Field 
Operations and in Emergency Situations. 
 
(8) 2259 MGD - Terrain. 
 
(9) 2269 MGD - Engineer Resources. 
 
(10) 2818 Demolition Materiel: Design, Testing and Assesments. 
 
(11) 2929 Airfield Damage Repair (ADR). 
 
(12) 5621 Standards for the Interoperability of NATO Land Combat and 
Combined Operations Systems. 

 
3. DOCUMENTS. 

 
a. Information Exchange Requirements and associated Flow Charts to support 
the messages in AEngrP-2(B) are held by the Custodian (UK) 
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 f
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ld
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 a
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 le
ng
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ed

. T
he

 n
om

en
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e 
is

 e
xp

la
in

ed
 b

el
ow
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 le
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 th
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pe
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fi
el
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X
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, l
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