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Mrs. Catherine, \

: asferrer, prominent Cuban elee in Miami. Actzng on data supplied
Dy Taaffe, Miami Office placed Special Agent (poszng as corrupt local
5 L Bolice officer) in touch with subjects on 1/27/60 and, when Agent
was propositioned to assist in abduction of: Masferrer, Miami

is identical with MU 635-S, heretofore a valuable paid security
informant of Miami; however, informant was not knouwn to have been
involved in plot until time of arrest. Fernandez claims that he had
no prior knowledge of kidnapping scheme and no opportunity to: advise.
Miami Office of plot before his arrest. Mrs. Taaffe claims that
 Scheme was first broached to her in mid January, 1960, by Valdes

and two unidentified Cuban iAgents in Havana. By cable 2/4/60 .
Legat, Havana, has now reported that official of Cuban National Police
has advised U. S. Embassy official in Havana that subjects,  both

= of whom are connected with Cuban police agenczes, acted entirely on

ol their own and without official sanction in this matter. According
@ . to this Cuban official, Mrs. Taaffe, who is known to Cubans as agent
o b Jor Cuban counterrevolutionary group supported by Dominican
= (3% Dictator Trujillo, originated the plot against Masferrer and recruited
:(gggﬁ Fernandez and Valdes. This source jfurther reported that MUrs. Taaffe'’s
f.jggf ~motive was to promote adverse publicity against Castro regime. ’a)
e@:; It is clear that one or more’of the principals involve
*';‘_‘_—,% ‘here are not telling the truth.  Mrs. Taaffe is of dubious ‘
=X reliability and we already have a pending investigation of her
2P on allegations she is acting as both pro and anti-Castro agent. .
EE‘&Q Fernandez has offered what appears to- be plausible story as to #
jgg% his part of this affair; however, he may very well be wzthholdzng“ fi
T =

Jull facts. It can be expected, of course, that official Guban
sources, such as referred to in Legat’s cable, wzll disavow an
u“;, Ny
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arrested Valdes and Fernandez on kidnapping-conspiracy charge. Fernarde
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