KLEROLD, Dylan Dr. Galloway
FINAL ANATOMIC DIAGNOSES:
1. Through and through close contact large calibre gunshot

wound inveolving the left side of the head (region of the
left temple) asscciated with:

A. Brain injuries - lacerations and contusions
B. Skull fractures
. Subdural hemorrhage

2 Aspiration bleood lower airway and lungs

COMMENT: The autopsy findings in this case reveal that the cause
of death is due te brain injuries secondary to a clese contact,
large calibre, through and through gunsho: wound involving the
left side of the head. This gunshot wound is consistent with
self-infliction.
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This autopsy is verformed in the Jefferson County Coroner's
Cffiee in Golden, Colorads on 04722795 at 10:30 a.m.  This
autepey ig dome at the reguest of Dr. Nancy Bodelson, the Corcner
of Jeffergson County. The identification was made by
fingerprints. Concerning location, this body is identified as
#11. Members of che Jefferson County Sheriff's Deparcment
ﬂtiﬁndEd the auropsy. I am assisted in the awtopsy by Mr. Rob
Hulbacki.

HISTORY: This ig the case of a 17-year-old, white male who iz
allegedly a victim of a self-inflicted gunshot wound to the head.
The decedent was found dead in the library at Columbine High
Echocl, and the death occurred on §4/20/9%9%. Wo other history is
avallable at the time of autopsy.

EXTERHAL EBXAMIHATION: The body is clothed in a black T-shirr
with the inscription “Wrach®* across the front; a black glove an
the left hand with the fingers cubt away; blue-green plald boxer
gnorts; black pants with a black belt which have been partially
cut away; white socks; and black boots. A large calibre, copper-
jacketed bullet is present in the right boot. This is given to
the Sheriffrs Cfficer along with the cicthing. Presenc on the
left boot was a red star medallion containing a sickle and a
hammer . Elack suspenders were in close proximity of che body.
This is the unembalmed, well-developed, well-nourished,
craumatized body of & whice male appearing consistent with the
tates age of 17. Height is measured at 74-1/2%; weight is 143
pounds. FRigor iz minimal in the neck and the rignt lower
extremity; absent in the other areas of the body. Faint reddish-
purple livor is set over the dorsal aspects of the body with
appropriace blianching of the pressure poincs.

HEAD: The scalp is covered by long, thick, bleoed-sgtained, brown
hoir which measures &€" in length at the apex. Fresent on the
iefr side of the head, in the region of the temple,, 1,/4° above
ard 374" anterior to the left ear, is & circular, large calibre,
entrance type of gunshot wound. The wound is surrounded by
marginal abrasion, and what appears to be powder, alchough there
is extensive drying artifact which makes this detarmination
diffieule. There are emall irregular :ears in the wound margine.
The perforated area of the wound measures 374" in diameter; the
marginal abrasion 1-1/4" in diamecer. There is no powder
stippling associacted with the wound. For idencification
purposés, this wound will be referred 1o as "A*. Fresent on the
right lateral surface of the head, 1/2" anterior to the mid-
portior of che right ear, 1s a generally circular exit type of
gunshot wound showing irregular tearing of the margins. This
wound measures 1/2" in diameter. No marginal abrasion or powder
residue are observed. For identification purpocses, this wound
will pe referred vto as "BY. Ears - the ears are imtact. Both
ears are bleod stained. Eyes - the eysbrows are brown. The
sclerae are white, The irides are hluish-gray. The pupils are
round, meassure 7 mn, aAnd are directed anteriorly. The
copjunctivae ave pale. Bilateral periorbital reddish-purple



contusions are pregent. Nose - Lhe rose is externally
vinresdrkable. The nosal passoges contsin bloody [luid. The
geprum 18 inm the midline. Mouth - the lips are reddigh-purple
wizh some drying arcvifact. There i a Blond mustacke on the
ugper lip., The oral muccus membranes are tan and moist. The
tengue is reddish-bDrown and finely granular without evidence of
lTazerations or contusions. The testh are in 8 good state of
denral repaiv. Thers i1s a small amounr of hemovrhagic fluid in
ihe aral cavity. Chin - a blond beard, fashioned in & goacee,
irvelves the chin., Dried BElocd smears the forenead; theare are
dried blood flow pasterns axtending acrosa both sides of che face
in a predoninantly horvizontal plane.

NECK: The emternal surface of the neck reveals no evidence of
infury, The neck Organg are in Lhe midiine without palpable
mafHas,

CHEST: The chest demanstrates & narnal antérior-pisteriar
aglameter. HNo external trauma is present. The breasts are noresl
emale. FPalpaning the chest reveals no inatabilaity. The axillae
are negacive 10 obmrervaticon and palearion. A nmoderate amount of
Erswn hair is present in both axillae,

ABDOMEN: The abdomen is flar. Ho eXternal LYBUMa i8 Drescnt.
There s some green discoloration of the lower abdomen due Lo
eazly decomposition, Present in nhe right upser guadrant of Lhe
abdomen, i a lipear, horvizontal gcay which meagpyes 3% in
lenyth, Palpating the abkdomen reveals no organomegaly O Sasses.

GERITALIA: A normal appearing male, brown., genitel hair pattess
in present. The panis i1g of normal size. shape, and positlon;
circumciged. Both tescicles are bilaterally descended in their
respeciive scrctal sacs withoutr palpab.e masees. There s
postmorrem drying arcifacs on the antericr surface of the
BCYOLLLM. -

BACK: The ecxternal surface of the pack reveal=s o svidease of
Lrauma The enug 19 intact without anv unusual dilactation o:
¥ T

EXTREMITIES: The upper extremities are intact. The nails are
irtact, short and clean. A silver-ccloved ving with a black
ELoNe 15 preéseént on the ring finger of the lefty hand. There is
sceentusted dark purple livor involving the portions of the
fingers external to the alove on che Jeft hand. Present on the
lereral aszpect of the lefr hand involving che chump and saddle
finger ave geveral small reddish-Brown abracions, measuring L/E7
12 diaeerer, Presant averlying the proximal kauckle of the index
Tingey of the vight hand 18 & purpie contusion which slsc
imvoives a portion of the nang, and measures 1-1/4" in gize. The
fordarms aré unremarkaple. The antecusital fossas reveal no
evidence of recent needle punciure mar<s or scars. The upper
armg are intact and unremarianle grossly. The lower exiremiyies
are intact. Present on Lhe anlericr aspect of the proximal



portion of the right lower extremity are several tiny healing
reddish-brown abrasions. There iz a cluster of three yellow-
brown contusicns on the anterior-lateral aspect of the right
lower leg, varying fn size from 174" to 1%, Present on the
isceral aspect of che left knee iz a cluster of three vellow-
brown contugliocns, varyving in size from 174" to 578", The soles
of the feet are intact and unremarkable grossly.

Algo present in close proximity to the body, in the body bag,
were the following personal effects: & pierced earrving, a
gilver-colored pocket watch, and a beaded cloth necklace.

INTERNAL EXAMINATION: Through the usual ¥Y-shaped incision, a
thin layer of yvellow subcutaneous adipese tissue and reddish-
brown musculacure are revealed, The diaphragms are intact and
arch to the level of che Sth left intercostal space and the 4th
caght intercoatal space. The peritonesl cavity contbalins no
unusual accumuelacion of {luid., The lining is smocth, gray and
giistening. The vizcera and omentum are normally disposed.

PLEURAL SPACES: The plevral spaces are without any unusual
sceumulation of fluid. The parietal pleuraes are smooth, gray and
glistening. The bony structures of the chest are incact and
unremarkable grossly. The clavicles are intact. There iz no
soft vissue injury iovelving the chest wall., The pericardial sac
ig imtact. The lumen containe 10 e of cleay fleid. - The
pericardium is BmOOTth, gray and glistening.

TEYMUS: Eiabt (8] grams of pink, lobular, firm, thymic tissue is
present in the anterior-superior mediastinal apace.

HECE: The lumen of the upper esophagus and pharynx is patent.
The mucosal surface is tap and wrinkled, The lumen of the upper
regpivatory tract contains blood. The mucosal surface is can and
smooth, The hyoid bone and cricothyroid cartilages are intact.

THYROID: The thyroid is of normal size, shape, and position, and
has a reddish-brown, lobular, firm, gross appearance. The
cervical vercebrae are intacc. There is no obstruction teo the
posterior nasopharyny or the posterior aspect of the oral cavity.
The major vessels of the neck are intact and unremarkable
grossly. There is no soft tissue hemorrhage in the neck.

HEART: The heart is intact and weighs 300 grams. The epicardial
surface is reddish-brown, smooth, and glistening., Minimal
ancunts of epicardial vellow fatr are present. The myocardium is
reddish-brown and firm without gross evidence of fibrosis or
sofitening. The wventricular walls are of normal thickness., The
endocardial surface is reddish-brown, smooth, and glistening.
Early subendocardial {lame type hemorrhages are present in the
lefr venrricle. The cardiac wvalves are intact. The valwve
leaflets are thin and fully pliable. The valve circumferences
are normal for chis size heart. The chordaes tendineae are tan
and delicate. The papillary muscles are intact. The foramen



ovale ig closed. The atriz]l septum is intact. The vencricular
geptum 15 intact. The coronary ostia are in & pormal anatomic
positlen and widely patent. The coromary artéries demonstrate a
normal anatomic dietribuiion with normal gross fearures.

RORTA: The acrta is incackt and of normal course and calibre
throuvghout. The intimal surface is ten and smocth, The wall is
thin and elagcic. The main abdominal tributaries are intace,

RESFIRATORY SYSTEM: The lumen of the lower respiratory tract
contains bleocd. The mucosal surface is tan, smooth and blood
stained, The Jungs are mildly hyperaerated. The pleural
surfaces are pink, reddish-purple, smooth and glistening. The
lungs together welgh B0 grams. Serial sections reveal soft,
spongy, mildiy hyperaerated lung tissue showing evidence of
vascular congestion, early pulmonary edema, and aspirated blood.
The pulmpnary arterles are intact without evidence of
thromboembolic diseage. The pulmonary velps empty into the left
atrium in a normal fashion.

GAETROINTESTINAL SYSTEM: The esophague is of normal course and
calibre throughout. The lumen is patent. The mucosal surface is
tan with longitudipal furrowing. The wall is thin. The stomach
is inm & normal aracomic position. The lumen contains 160 =c of
yellow-arange, liguid, gastric contente comtaining fragmen:ze of
what appears to be potato skins. The mucosal surface i1s tan with
intact rugae. Ho pepiic ulcer disease or tumor are noted
grossly. The small bowel demonstrates a normal apatomic
distribution with nermal gross features. The appendix is pressnt
and unremarkable grossly. The large bowel demonstrates & normal
anatomic disctribution with normal grose features.

EPLEEN: The spieen 15 intact and weighs 180 grams. The sxternal
surface iz purple and smooth. Serial sections reveal a firm,
reddish-purple, splenic parenchyma. .
LIVER: The liver is intact and weighs 1300 grams. The external
gurface is reddisgh-brown, ssooth, and glistening. Serial
gections reveal a fiym, -reddiah-brown, lobular, normal appearing,
Iiver tissue.

GALLBLATDDER: The gallbladder is intact. The lumen contains 12
oo of cloudy yellow-brown, licuid bile. The sucosal surface is
gmooth and bile stained. The cystic duct and commen bile duct
are intact and patent throughout. The portal vein, splenic vein,
and superior mesenteric vein are intact and patent.

FANCREAS: The pancreas 1s of normal size, shape, and position,
and has a tan, lohular, soft, partially autolyzed, gross
appearance,

ADRENALS: Both adrenals are identified. Serial sections reveal
a cthin yvellow cortex and gray medulla.



KIDNEYS: Soth kidneys are identified. The capsuwles strip
eapily. The left kidnev weighs 160 grame; the right kidnev
weiahs 130 grams. The cortical surfaces are reddish-brown and
smooih. Bivalwing of each kidney reveals a well-demarcated,
raddish-brown cortex and medulla, The renal papillae are nermal.
There i no calyceal scarring. There iz no wnusual pelvic
dilatation. Both ureters are present, partent, and uniform in
diameter Ehroughout.

BLADDER: The bladder is intect. The lusen contains 20 cc af
clear vellow urine, The bladder mucosa iz tan and wrinkled., The
progtate, seminal vesicles and testicles are intact and
unremarkable grossly.

MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM: Other than the injuries to be. described
under the head, no other sigaifidant injluriss are cobaerved.. - :

LYMFHATICS: No gross abnormalicy,

VENOUS SYSTEM: There is no evidence of hepatic wein, remal wein,
or portal vein thrombosis. The superisr and inferior vena cavae
are intact.

CENTEAL HERVOUS SYSTEM: Reflection of the scalp reveals wound
Lracts in the soff tissues involving both the left and right side
of che head in the cemporal areas., There appears to be some
powder staining of the soft tissues comprising the margin of the
wound tract on the lelt side of che head. There i85 alsa a
ventusion measuring 1-1/2" on the apex of the scalp. There iz a
circuiar perforation which is beveled inward invoiving che left
cemporal bone. There is a circular perforation which is beveled
outward inwvolwing the right cemporal bape, Mumerous Fractures
radiace from the circelar perforations. Removal of a porzien of
the calvarium reveals no epidural hemorrhage. 40 cc of subdural
nemorrhage overlies the right cerebral hemisphere apd on the
updersurface of this hemisphere. There s ne subarachnold
kemorrhage, There are contusions on the undersurface of both
temporal lobes. There is a wound tract across the cndersurface
of che brain, involwing both cerebral hemispheres in/the. temporal.
ard frortal areas. The brain demonstrates laceration and some
pulverization of brain cissue involving the previcusly mentioned
areas. The brain welighs 1500 grams. Serial sectioning the
cerebral cortex, the midbrain, the pons, the medulla, the spinal
cord, the cerebellum and the pituitary reveals internal imjury to
tha brainm involving the anteriocr aspects of both cerebral
nemisphersas involving the frontal and cemporal areas; and there
is ipjury to the midbrain with predominancly contusion. There isg
ne evidence of any underlving disease of tie brain., Examination
af che bage of the skull reveals a fransverse basal skull
fracture that involves both temporal fossa and intercopnects
across the sphenoid bone in the region of the sella turcica. €1
and CZ are intact. The ocdontoid ligament and odonteld processes
are intact. Removal of the dura on the lefr side of the head
réeveals powder staining (scez) in the margins of the dura



adjacent to the pertorated area of skull.
TOXICOLOEY

Blood: I obtained two gray-stoppered test tubes of blood from
tne heart.

Urine: 7 obtained two gray-stoppered Lest tubes of urine,

Gagtric Contents: 1 obtained two gray-stoppered test tubes and
one red-stoppered test tubs of gastric contents.

Yitreous Humor: I obiained one gray-stoppered test tube of
vitreous humor.

Bile: 1 obtained one grav-stoppered test tube of bile.

Approwimately 100 grams of liver and kidpney were also obtained
and will be frozen.

TEACE EVIDERCE:

Hair: I obtained random samples of scalp hair and pubic hair. I
ohtained sca’p hair adjacent to the wounds invoelving the right
and left siges of che head. -

Mail Scrapings: 1 obtained nalls scrapings of both hands.

Blood: I obtained one yellow, one purple and one red-stoppered
test tube of blood from the heart.

All of the trace evidence, with the exception of the blood
gamples, are given to the Jefferson County Sheriff's Officers
upen completion of the autopsy. The blood samples for any
evidentiary need are going to be stored along with. the Loxicology
specimens for up to a year.

X-EAY E;ﬂHIHlTIﬂH Revﬂul-d ne evidence of recained bullets,
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WOUND SUHHhRYt

The wound of entrance is Jdesignated wound “A" in the region of
the left temple. The projectile penetrated the crarnium through
che leftc temporal bope; extended across the undersurface of both
cerebral hemispheres; exicing the head through the right temporal
bone. The perforated area on the left gide is beveled inwazd;
the perforated area on the right side ls beveled cutward. Powder
is associated with the wound on the left side of the head. The
prajectile trawveled lef: to right =lightly front co back and
slightly downward. The characteristics of the wound are
consistent with a large calibre weapon; with a close contact
range of fire; consistent with self-infliction.

The wound is congistent with 5 mm ammunition.



KLEBCLD, Dylan Dr. Galloway

MICROSCOPICS:

Heart: Normal histologic features.

Lung: Sections revea! intra-alveclar edema.
Liver: Sectiong reveal moderate autolysis.
Kidney: Sections reveal moderate autclysis.
Epleen: Normal histologic features,
Adrenal: Normal histologic teatures,
Thymus: MNormal histologic features.
Thyroid: Normal histologic features.
tomach: BSections reveal early autolysis involving the gastric
mucosa .

Fd

Brain: Secticns reveal fragmentation and intraparenchymal
hemorrhage .

Entrance Wound A: Secticng are of skin revealing a central
deaply penetrating wound associared with a few scattered
fragments of powder residue in the deeper margins of the wound.

Dura: Sections reveal scattered foci of powder rualﬁue adnering
ko one side of the dural surface,

TCHAICOLOGY ¢

Blood Alcohol Negat { ve

Blood Drug Screen - Gas Chromatography/Mass Spectroscopy
Acid Neutral ExXtract No drugs detected
Basic Extract No drugs detected

Urine Drug Screen HNegatCive
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