CODE REVISER USE ONLY

RULE'MAK'NG ORDER OFFICE OF THE CODE REVISER
PERMANENT RULE ONLY STATEOF WASHINGTON
DATE: N ber 30, 2023
CR-103P (December 2017) TIME. 847 AN
Impl RCW 34.05.
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) WSR 23-24-040

Agency: Department of Children, Youth, and Families)

Effective date of rule:
Permanent Rules
31 days after filing.
1  Other (specify) (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should
be stated below)

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule?
U Yes No If Yes, explain:

Purpose: DCYF is amending the Child Welfare Placement and Foster Care Rate Assessment (FCRA) Chapter 110-50
WACSs. The changes were made to allow DCYF to pay additional levels of foster care maintenance payments based on the
specific needs of the child or youth. The changes also allowed the standardized assessment tool to be updated to center on
the child’s or youth’s needs, not on the home they are placed in.

Citation of rules affected by this order:
New:
Repealed: 110-50-0260, 0270, 0560, 0570, 0580, 0590, 0600, 0610, 0620, 0630, 0640, 0650, 0660, 0670, 0680, 0690,
0700, 0710, 0720, 0730
Amended: 110-50-0230, 0240, 0250, 0400, 0410, 0420, 0430, 0440, 0450, 0460, 0470, 0480, 0490, 0500, 0510, 0520,
0530, 0540, 0550
Suspended:

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 43.216.065 and RCW 74.13.031

Other authority:

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making)
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 23-19-078 on 9/19/23 (date).
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version: A minor edit for clarity was made to 110-50-
0240. No other changes were made from the CR-102 version that was filed.

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by
contacting:

Name:
Address:
Phone:
Fax:
TTY:
Email:
Web site:
Other:
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Note: If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero.
No descriptive text.

Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note.
A section may be counted in more than one category.

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with:

Federal statute: New Amended Repealed
Federal rules or standards: New Amended Repealed
Recently enacted state statutes: New Amended Repealed

The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity:

New Amended Repealed

The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative:

New Amended 19 Repealed

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures:

New Amended 19 Repealed
The number of sections adopted using:
Negotiated rule making: New Amended Repealed
Pilot rule making: New Amended Repealed
Other alternative rule making: New Amended Repealed
Date Adopted: November 30, 2023 Signature:
Name: Brenda Villarreal e _L
Title: DCYF Rules Coordinator
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& istens+)) The department must:
(1) Pay for placements and service plans they have approved.

(2) Provide final approval for determining initial and ongoing
eligibility for financial support.

(3) Maintain oversight of placements and payments.

(O

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-14-078, filed 6/29/18, effective
7/1/18)

WAC 110-50-0440 ( (What—method does—the departmentuse todeter-
mine—what foster ecare rate will be paid for a foster—ehild?)) Foster

care maintenance payment and standardized assessment tool. ( (Fhre—de—
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All children or vouth placed in foster care will receive the basic
foster care maintenance payvment for their age category to help cover
the cost of food, clothing, shelter, and personal incidentals.
(a) The department must pay foster care maintenance payments to
individuals:
(1) That are licensed or certified foster parents when children
or youth are placed in their home;
ii) Tdentified by the tribe when they:
A) Take placement of children or youth; and
B) Meet the licensing regquirements of their tribe.
b) Residing out of Washington state, when:
i) Theyv take placement of a Washington state child or vyouth;
(1i) They meet the licensing requirements of the state they re-
side in, per WAC 110-50-0460; and
(1ii) Approval is received from both the sending and receiving
state offices, per WAC 110-50-0100.
(2) The amount of the monthly foster care maintenance payment is
determined using a standardized assessment tool that assesses child-
ren's and yvouth's needs in the following areas:

[ 71 0TS-4873.4


















AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-14-078, filed 6/29/18, effective
7/1/18)

WAC 110-50-0510 ( (Gan—the—ehild be assessed ata differentlev—
el——depeﬁdiﬁg—eﬁ—%he—festef—hemeﬂ)) Requesting a department review of

the foster care rate level. ((
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pert—services—avairtable—fto—+theehildand—fester—Ffamity-)) (1) Foster

parents must make a written request for the department to review their
foster care rate level.

(2) Department review requests must:

(a) Be received by the department within 20 calendar days of the
date of the letter informing the foster parent of their foster care
rate level. If a request is not made within 20 days, the department
will not review the foster care rate level.

(b) Include a statement explaining why the foster parent believes
the rate level is incorrect. The foster parent must provide any addi-
tional information that was not known to the department when the rate
was determined.

(c) Be sent to the individual and address identified in the de-
partment's letter informing the foster parent of the rate level for
the child or vyouth.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-14-078, filed 6/29/18, effective
7/1/18)

WAC 110-50-0520 ((can—the—assessment—changeif theehild's needs
change?)) Department review of the foster care rate level. ( (Fhe

RS T | N RN PN T + 1 ot + ] haoaot~ ot (1 axzan ] 1) £
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ared-zed—assessmenrt—may—assess—the—ehitld—at—ahigher deveds)) Dep;rt—

ment management employees who have not administered the standardized

assessment tool for the foster parents requesting the review, must:

(1) Conduct the department review of the foster care rate level
and consider if:

(a) Additional information provided by the foster parent, as au-
thorized in WAC 110-50-0510, is relevant to the assessment; and

(b) Information was accurately documented into the standardized
assessment tool.

(2) Complete the review within 14 calendar days of receiving the
request for review.

[ 13 ] 0TS-4873.4



(3) Not consider information about any children or vouth outside
the standardized assessment tool.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-14-078, filed 6/29/18, effective
7/1/18)

WAC 110-50-0530 ( (How—will the foster parent be notifiedof the
rate—theechild will reeceive?)) Foster parents' notification of depart-
ment review. ( (Fre—£f

r N 1 1 17 Yooty - PICEVNE IR i —INEE 1 + £ =
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(—How—teo—exereise—the—right—of—Freviews)) Once the review is
complete, the department must:
(1) Send foster parents a letter notifyving them that the depart-
ment

(a) Upholds the results of the standardized rate assessment tool;

(b) Agrees the rate was wrongly calculated and will adjust the
rate to the proper level.

(2) Include information in the letter to request an administra-
tive hearing, per chapter 110-03 WAC, if the department upholds the
results of the rate assessment.

ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-14-078, filed 6/29/18, effective
7/1/18)

WAC 110-50-0540 ((can—a foster parent—challengethe rateassess-

ment?)) Foster parents' right to appeal. ( (A—feosterparent—aecting—on
haelh a1l £ £ + 1 oot BN a1 A masz oy ot 2N roxza .7 £ + 1 BN S oo oo
Ny 9 N @ N S A\ CTT [ S W ) W e \_/LLJ.J.\J., J.ll.(_A_Y J_C\iuc;_)l_, (&Y 1OV I TW A (S i s [ S & Ny OO TO O
ment—for—+the—-ehilds)) (1) Foster parents have the right to an adminis-

trative hearing, per chapter 110-03 WAC, to contest the following de-
partment's failure to:

(a) Respond to the request within the time frames in WAC
110-50-0520.

(b) Take into consideration new information related to the child
or youth provided by the foster parents.

(c) Follow the standardized assessment process.

(2) To request an administrative hearing, the foster parent must
submit a request in writing for an administrative hearing and send the
request to the office of administrative hearings (OAH). The reqguest

[ 14 ] 0TS-4873.4



must be received by OAH within 90 calendar days of receipt of the no-
tification of the department's decision on review, unless good cause
for a later request is established under chapter 110-03 WAC.

(3) Foster parents do not have a right to request an administra-
tive hearing to challenge or dispute:

(a) Established foster care rates;

(b) The standardized assessment tool; or

(c) The standardized procedure used to determine the rate.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-16-094, filed 8/1/19, effective
9/1/19)

WAC 110-50-0550 ( (How—deoes—a foster parent—seekadepartment—re-

2)) Scope of administrative hearing. ( (>
he €6 5 .y o lce a5 e recue or deoartmen -
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for—the—ehitds)) When making a determination during administrative
hearings, administrative law judges (ALJ) :

n
(1) May only consider the following if the:
(a) Standardized assessment process was not followed;
(b) Information obtained for the initial rate determination was
not documented on the standardized assessment tool; or
(c) New information provided by the foster parents for the de-
partment review was not accurately documented on the standardized as-
sessment tool.
(2) Must apply the rules in this chapter during the administra-
tive hearing.
(3) Must not:
(a) Consider:
(1) Information about children or vyouth:
(A) Outside the standardized assessment tool;
(
(

B) That was not provided to the department at the time of the:
I) Initial or ongoing completion of the standardized assessment

tool; or
II) Department review requested by the foster parents.

(
(1ii) Challenges to the:

(A) Established foster care rates;
(

(

B) Standardized assessment tool; or

C) The foster care rate assessment program.

(b) Make a determination that conflicts with a properly completed
standardized assessment tool.
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REPEALER

The

repealed:

WAC

WAC

WAC

WAC

WAC

WAC

WAC

WAC

WAC

WAC

WAC

WAC

WAC

WAC

WAC

WAC

following sections of the Washington Administrative

110-50-0260

110-50-0270

110-50-0560

110-50-0570

110-50-0580

110-50-0590

110-50-0600

110-50-0610

110-50-0620

110-50-0630

110-50-0640

110-50-0650

110-50-0660

110-50-0670

110-50-0680

110-50-0690

What steps must the department take
when a child whose case management
responsibility remains with the
department is placed in a home
certified by a CPA?

What activities must a child placing
agency provide in order to receive
payment from the department?

What does the department consider in
reviewing the request?

How does the foster parent learn about
the department's decision on review?

To whom does the department make
payment for foster care?

How does the foster parent appeal the
department's decision on review?

What law and rules govern the
administrative law Jjudge?

What issues may be decided by the
administrative law Jjudge?

What are the department's expectations
for foster care providers to whom the
department makes reimbursement for
services?

What are the department's
responsibilities regarding financial
assistance to support children in the
department's foster homes and child
placing agency foster homes?

What is the effective date for payment
of foster care?

What is the beginning date for payment
of foster care?

What is the effective date for
termination of foster care payments?

What are the department's general
standards for family foster care
reimbursement?

When may the department authorize a
clothing allowance for a child in out-
of-home care?

May the department consider foster care
payments to the foster family in
determining eligibility for public
assistance?

Code are

0TS-4873.4



WAC 110-50-0700 What are the department's standards for
making foster care payment to a
relative providing care to the child
served by department?

WAC 110-50-0710 How does the department make
reimbursement for foster care for a
child served by the department who
moves out-of-state with the foster
family?

WAC 110-50-0720 What payment procedures must the
department follow for children placed
across state borders?

WAC 110-50-0730 What limitations exist on
administrative hearings regarding
foster care payments?

[ 17 ] 0TS-4873.4





